DAVID’S WORD
MESSAGE FROM THE RABBI
During Passover we will be reciting, Mah nishtana halaila hazeh
meekol halaylot…Why is this
night different from all other
nights? The grammar of this
phrase is incorrect. It should
read why are these “nights” different, because many often have
a seder two or three nights during the days of Passover?

the quality of life. Thankfully, the modern plagues have
remedies if we roll up our sleeves and join hands in
finding solutions.

This night maybe different. Sometimes we have
difficulty with one another. Sometimes we treat
each other as though others will come to share
their common struggles and as one will commit to
helping not just each other, but all others who are
wrapped in the chains of slavery. Passover is a
time to not only remember the historical struggles
When speaking with a congregant, she told me that on
the first Seder night her entire family from siblings to of our people but to be sensitive to those who are
cousins join together. But, on another night she invites often considered as second class students.
friends and a few others who might not have anyone to
May we plan that the Seder night at Temple Beth
be with during Passover and saves another night for her
David not be so different after all the previous
congregational Seder at TBD.

ones. May we never forget the mandate in our
As you should pardon the expression, “normal Jews”, Torah to live together in peace and harmony.
we should be able to relate to feeling like outcasts.
Each of us has had experiences or have had family
members who have gone through hell simply because
they were Jews and as such, they may have been
shunned or mistreated.

Imagine a Seder with words from the great poet Maya
Angelou. Imagine a Seder in which the participants
worry not just about their own historic struggles, but
about the struggle for freedom that others are going
through to this day. Imagine a Seder with bitter herbs
and sacramental wine and ethnic food.
Is a Seder with Jews and non-Jews together authentic?
Not only will it be customary in regard to the food but
it will be kosher in the truest sense of the word as it
represents the bitterness of slavery not just of the Jew
and not just of people of color, but of all peoples who
have faced such struggles.
In previous years, we have noted the ancient plagues as
well as the current plagues that afflict us and diminish
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All Zoom links for services and events are at Templebd.com

MESSAGE FROM THE CANTOR
Cantor Orly Campbell

“Chag Purim, Chag Purim, Chag gadol layehudim.” When
translated to English this phrase means “the holiday of Purim, a big festival for the Jewish people.” As a child I have vivid memories of sitting
down dressed up in my Purim costume, listening to the story of Esther,
or Megilat Esther. I remember when I heard the name “Haman, we
would yell and scream boo,
and when we heard the name
Ahasverosh, we would cheer
and be filled with so much joy
and excitement.
I am so excited to be celebrating Purim with all of you,
even if virtually on Zoom. For Purim last year all our
kids had their costumes ready and their lines memorized for our Frozen Purim Spiel, but sadly that was
the week we went into Covid lockdown.. For this year
we are reading our Megillah in English with trope
(musical markings) in English. I always tell you at service to read the English translation of the prayers we
say and chant. It is so important to know what we are
saying and same goes for the story of Esther
“And Mordechai sent dispatches to all the Jews in the
land telling them to observe the 14th and 15th month
of Adar every year… as days of feasting and merrymaking and as an occasion for sending gifts to one another,
and giving to the poor.” – Esther 9:21-23. We are told
to remember the 14th and 15th month of Adar as it is
a festive day. We send out “Mishloach Manot” translated as “sending of portions.” According to
the Book of Esther we are supposed to send gifts of food or drink to family/friends on Purim.
This mitzvah is derived from counteracting the accusations of Haman. Haman accused the Jews
“ of being a scattered and divided nation.” So we send Mishloach Manot to friends/family on
Purim to show the opposite, that we Jews are not divided but rather are united. It is also said
that one can fulfill this Mitzvah by sending words of the Torah and not just food and drink. The
words of the Torah help achieve the goal of uniting the Jewish people as well.
I hope you receive many Mishloach Manot from your friends and family this Purim. I hope you
continue to observe the 14th and 15th month of Adar with so much joy and happiness. And
lastly as Rabbi Sacks said, “ Purim is a way of saying, remember the past, but then look at the
children, celebrate with them, and for their shake put the past behind you and build a better future.” Let’s build a better future together.

UPDATES FROM OUR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Gal Kessler Rohs

T

Education Director
-

The Jewish pendulum of practice has its forms and shapes to fit the Orthodox, Conservative, Reconstructionist, Interfaith, Reform Jew, and beyond.
The stream we at TBD follow is liberal, with unique sensibilities guided by
the Rabbinical legacy of our Rabbi, Rabbi Lachtman. We see our Judaic traditions enmeshed to respond to the needs of society, as we adapt our Holy
Days, life cycles, and mundane life likewise.
The upcoming Holy Day in the Jewish calendar is Purim. In a nutshell, Purim commemorates the heroic story of Esther, a Jewess who saved the Jews of Persia by revealing to her uncle Mordechai of a wicked Haman and his plot to persecute us. Uncle Mordechai
was the advisor of King Achashverosh, and so their liason, through Esther, saved the Jews. The
story is inscribed in Megillat Esther, the scroll of Esther.
Traditionally, the four mitzvot of Purim include in no particular order, hearing the Megillah,
feasting, being merry, and Matanot La’Eviyonim, or gifting the poor. In 9:22 of the book of Esther, it says following the Jews' annihilation “They were to observe them as days of feasting and
merrymaking, and as an occasion for sending gifts to one another and
presents to the poor”. Progression of Judaism, as is through the TBD
affiliation, however, liberally fades the four traditional Purim mitzvot,
giving rise to two focal deeds- gifting the poor, and hearing the Megillah. Those too can take on different forms, and again, fade the Judaic
traditions as is at TBD. We rarely read the full megillah in Hebrew, for
example. Our school families too will experience the story reenacted in
English. Not only that, Cantor Mike has adapted a version of the Megillah for our students, and incorporated sounds, customs and attire that
fit the progressive Judaic stream. Stay tuned…

Possibly the mitzvah of Matanot LaEvyonim is most prominent at
TBD, and not only on Purim. We gift the poor, not through the traditional Shalach Manas requirement of including money, a processed prepared food, a fruit in its natural form, etc. but we
extend to what really is meaningful to the poor. The “poor” comes in different forms. Be it a
lonely vulnerable senior undergoing the implications of COVID-19, a homeless individual at
Union Station, or an animal awaiting adoption, we cater towards the needy in a plethora of ways.
Yes, Purim is a day we celebrate as a school community, but its elements are celebrated every
day. A gift to the poor pertains not only to Purim, but to all days in our calendar. An animal will
always await in a shelter for a loving home, and a vulnerable citizen will always need our care.
That’s why every day, and not only Purim, is a Holy Day, a day of productivity, and an opportunity to respond to the needs of our ever-changing society.
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Great gift ideas and you can support Temple Beth David!

Go to: Smile.Amazon.com
Select: Temple Beth David of the San Gabriel Valley

GREETINGS FROM SISTERHOOD
Carol Ozer, Sisterhood President

-

GREETINGS FROM Men’s Club

—

-

-

UPDATES FROM YOUTH GROUP
Madison Schoonmaker
Youth Group Leader

WAYS TO GIVE
Making a gift to Temple Beth David is a meaningful way to honor friends and family while supporting the synagogue. Temple Beth David offers a variety of donation opportunities so all members can
participate in the mitzvah of tzedaka at what ever
level is comfortable. For additional information
about our different funds and various ways to give
please call our office at 626-287-9994.
·

·

·

·

Send checks: Temple Beth David 9677 Longden Avenue, Temple City, California 91780
Visit our website: Templebd.com/support-thetemple
Appreciated stock gifts: The congregation accepts all contributions made via stock transfers.
You will enjoy an immediate tax deduction for
the value of the stock transfer and avoid paying
capital gains.
Corporate Matching: Many area companies will
match your gift dollar for dollar. Please contact
your companies gifts coordinator to determine
whether your gift to Temple Beth David can be
matched.

TZEDAKAH ACTIONS FOR 2021

LIFT A FINGER AND YOU CAN MAKE
A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE

Ideas inspired by Rabbi Alan Lachtman
1. Our faith teach that we can make a difference in the lives of others. One Mitzvah leads to multiple Mitzvot. Visit
www.thehungersite.com as this is the portal to many other sites (scroll to the bottom). Your daily clicks help 11 charities get paid by advertisers. Please click every day. Clicking every day on the linked websites is an effective way to
help alleviate the darkness that is brought on through childhood illiteracy, hunger, cancer, environmental pollution,
lack of medical care, and neglect of our veterans.

2. Donate children’s books to a local hospital (www.reachoutandread.org) or donate books of all ages to a local
homeless shelter. The Temple Beth David library can also use your support with building our library’s children’s
and adult collections.
3. Donate to help our military service people who are fulfilling their mission to serve our great nation by giving to
the USO at www.uso.org or www.jcca.org/jwb

4. Visit the North American Conference on Ethiopian Jewry’s (www.nacoej.org) Website for donation ideas such as
sponsoring a child’s lunches for the year.
5. Make a donation to Mazon (www.mazon.org) such as 3% of the amount you are spending for holiday dinners.
6. Visit www.stopgenocidenow.org and www.jww.org to keep updated on the crisis in Sudan. Give generously to help
stop genocide or simply buy a solar oven to be used in one of the villages.
7. Donate a gently used Judaica item to the World Union for Progressive Judaism (www.wupj.org) for a newly
formed Reform synagogue in the Former Soviet Union or other country around the world.
8. Help local animal shelters by visiting, www.PETLANTHROPY.org or www.theanimalrescuesite.com and donate to the shelter of your choice or learn how to help our four legged friends by donating time and resources to
promote spaying, neutering and fostering pet adoption.
9. Visit the Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life’s (www.coejl.org) You can give a gift to your home such
as energy efficient appliances or compact fluorescent light bulbs.
10. Want to feed your mind and feed the less fortunate without leaving your computer? Go to www.freerice.com
and answer questions in the subjects of English, Chemistry, Humanities, Languages, Math and Geography and for
every correct answer you donate rice while building your knowledge. What could be easier?

WANTED!
High School or College Student

MICAH LACHTMAN, JD
CALRE# 1754602

MOBILE: 626-215-4331
www.Lachtman.com
Lachtman@yahoo.com

Coldwell Banker Realty

338 South Lake Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91101

To help with assorted minor tech issues AS
needed
(Examples: Excel, Cable TV, Ring Door Bell)
Will Pay $25/HR
contact Temple Member, Bill Joseph @

323-420-4282
Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC.

BLESSED ARE THEY THAT COME IN THE
NAME OF GOD.

Temple Beth David of the San Gabriel Valley
Rabbi Alan R. Lachtman, MHL, DD, MDCT, LTC ret. USAR
Cantor Orly Campbell

Education Director Gal Kessler Rohs

9677 East Longden Avenue, Temple City, CA 91780
Phone: (626) 287-9994 Email: Office@templebd.com
Website: www.Templebd.com

Office hours: Mon—Thu 10am—4pm, Fri 10am—1pm
Serving the Reform Jewish community since 1947, Temple Beth David of the San
Gabriel Valley embraces Judaism’s liberal values and traditions of community,
spiritual growth, educational richness, loving kindness, and personal responsibility.
We welcome all Jews and interfaith families committed to living a Jewish life.
Please call the office for an appointment if you would like to have a conversation
with Rabbi Lachtman or Cantor Orly.

