DAVID’S WORD
MESSAGE FROM THE RABBI
2020 Alarming, Devastating & Unpredictable

Alarming,

devastating,
unpredictable and heartbreaking are just a few of the
adjectives surrounding the
year 2020. We are all struggling with challenges to our
mental, physical, medical and
financial health brought on by
the pandemic. I feel assured that we will return to
more normal times but the feelings of uncertainty
and powerlessness will haunt us for many days to
come.
We don't know what the future holds but we know
we can prepare in many ways to provide for our
spouses, children and the institutions that will ensure our values continue into the future.
Countless times I have shared the story of Honi
who was planting carob trees in the plains of Judea.
When he was asked why he would plant trees that
would produce fruit only after 40 years, he replied
that someone planted trees for him and he wanted
to provide for the next generation.
I worked hand in hand with those families who laid
the foundations of our synagogue back in 1976.
Their names are seldom heard but their deeds,
dedication and hard work have ensured that all future and current families enter a facility that is Jewishly warm and relevant.
As we prepare for our 75th anniversary in 2022, we
need to be like Honi and do our part to lay the
foundations on which Jews can continue to build
on the legacy of Temple Beth David for countless
generations. Please, plan to plant by giving

generously now or as part of a legacy donation to
endow the future that will guarantee the financial
health of reform Judaism in our San Gabriel Valley.
Although no single person can complete the task
themselves neither are we free to desist from doing
our individual part. Please inquire on the many
ways of building for the future of Temple Beth David.
Shalom
Rabbi Alan Lachtman
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All Zoom links for services and events are at Templebd.com

MESSAGE FROM THE CANTOR
Cantor Orly Campbell

10 months in and we are still going through a pandemic.
One thing I have learned in this pandemic is to give thanks for
the things we do have. I am so thankful for the creative and
new ways to celebrate Shabbat with all of you. I am so thankful
that we have a platform like Zoom, Facebook live, and You
tube to pray together virtually even if we aren’t physically in the
same room. And lastly, I am forever grateful to the extra time I
get to spend with my family. I am a stay-at-home mom to 3
kids, in which the 2 older ones are doing online school. This
has been my hardest challenge personally. My 6-year-old has been thriving in class,
to my surprise and my 4th grader has been struggling.
It reminds me that every child is different and also all
of us adults are as well. What makes one person happy may not be as satisfying to another person.
Another thing I am thankful for you can see in the picture above. I am wearing my mask, while my husband
is driving the kids and I around “Wonderland LA.” I
was invited to this event as VIP, and my family and I
got to attend the preview event, before it opened up to
the public. You sit in your car with your windows
down and masks on and drive along this huge space.
At every corner is something new and beautiful to explore. For example, as you begin to drive it begins to
snow, It was snowing in LA! Then you would drive
and see the tunnel of lights, decorated with the most beautiful LED and light display. Then you arrived at the Holiday House lane, in which they had a beautiful Hanukkah house, a Kwanza house, and a Christmas house. There were live performers ice skating, hula hooping, and dancing, it felt like you drove into their tiny holiday village. And lastly at the Elves Workshop, you popped open your trunk (Covid
safety) and a goody bag was given to you. It was truly a magical night that my kids
and I got to experience, and all from the comfort of our car.
I know this past year has been tough but one thing that we must always remember is
to be grateful for those small things we have in life. I am thankful for all of you.
Happy Hanukkah and Happy almost Kick 2020 to the curb! Stay safe and healthy!

UPDATES FROM OUR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Gal Kessler Rohs

Educational approaches such as those carried by TBD Religious

Education Director

School are nurtured by family upbringing, clerical guidance, pedagogical philosophies, Judaic streams of beliefs, and/or perhaps influential leaders like our beloved Rabbi, Rabbi
Lachtman. Rabbi Lord Baron Johnathan Sacks, the chief Rabbi of the United Kingdom
and the Commonwealth was one of those influential leaders for the world, and also for me.
I was educated at The Charles Kalms, Henry Ronson Immanuel College during my years
of London living. Immanuel College was founded in 1990 as a Modern Orthodox Jewish
day school, with the mission statement proposed by Rabbi Sacks in 1988. As a prominent
spiritual figure in Jewish
London, Rabbi Sacks
took further responsibilities within Immanuel
College, in educating the students of the first
cohort of the first Modern Orthodox mixed gender Jewish day school. He would often speak to
us in assemblies, and provide mentorship not
only to the school staff, but school families at
large.
Rabbi Sacks had my school and student body in
his heart’s endeavors. That’s why he challenged
us to focus on the “we”, and not the “I”. It was
important for him to form Immanuel College as
a cohort, and community, especially given that
my cohort was the first in the school, upon
which the school grew bigger and with younger
grades every year. My year was the first to graduate, the first to establish the school’s name, and
the first to be invested in educationally, spiritually and mostly thanks to the Ronson and Kalms families, also financially.
In his school led assemblies, Rabbi Sacks connected between religion and the world. He spoke about the world’s
current affairs, Tikkun Olam, connections between the young and those who came before us, our responsibilities
as Jews, and much of what TBD reflects to our student body today. One prominent theme Rabbi Sacks acknowledged was the ethos of Immanuel College: Torah Im Derech Eretz, or Torah with the way of the Land. The slogan comes from the German-Jewish philosophy that Rabbi Immanuel Jakobovits, the school’s founder, was a
firm adherent of. Much to what I believe most of us believe, and as a Modern Orthodox school, Rabbis Sacks
and Immanuel affirmed that education should be both a broad knowledge of religious subjects, as well as secular
culture and philosophy.
Rabbi Sacks z”l’s (
memory is for a blessing. Though he was a Modern Orthodox Jew, he sure
was a Rabbi of all communities, Ashkenazi, Sephardi, gentile, Jewish, and beyond. In Ashkenazi communities,
we state in bereavement:
Hamakom y'nachem etkhem b'tokh sha'ar
avelei tziyon viyrushalayim, trans. The Omnipresent will comfort you (pl.) among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. In Sephardic communities we state:
Min Hashamayim te'nuchamu, trans. From
heaven above may you be comforted.
I encourage us too, to challenge ourselves to think about Rabbi Sacks' "we" and not the "I".
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Great gift ideas and you can support Temple Beth David!

Go to: Smile.Amazon.com
Select: Temple Beth David of the San Gabriel Valley

GREETINGS FROM SISTERHOOD
Carol Ozer, Sisterhood President
We are so happy that we were able to provide Latke Mix, the Hanukkah Essentials Bag and a virtual raffle for Hanukkah this
year, “A.K.A. Coronakah2020!” Thank you to our many Sisterhood members and others in the community that supported us
and came to our drive thru pickup! On Saturday, Dec 5th, Robin Evans, Rita Lossett, Susan Ivory and I were a great team to
get the latka mix prepared in a socially distanced fashion. We greeted each other from afar and jumped for joy to be back together for a short time in the temple kitchen. We really miss the social connection and immensely enjoyed our time together on
our latke mix mission! Over 80 quarts of latke mix were prepared and sold!
On December 5th, after Cantor Orly’s Havdalah Service, I had the enormous responsibility of pulling the raffle winners'
names. Even virtually I could feel the excitement growing. I would say we had some very happy people receiving their winnings
the next day at the drive thru pick up! On Sunday, December 6th, over twenty people drove through the TBD parking lot to
pick up their latke mix and Chanukah Essentials Bags. This event was manned by myself and Robin Evans, who can make anything appear to run seamlessly and be well organized!
We do not know what the future will bring, how long until we get back to a new normal. But rest assured, Sisterhood will continue to be creative and come up with new ways to serve our members.
At this time we are already thinking of Hamentashen baking for February 2021! It's not that far away!
Looking at other Zoom possibilities for our members, the Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ) has a speaker’s bureau, with a
wide variety of topics to choose from. Many of you may ask yourself, what is the WRJ and why is the Sisterhood President always
talking about it? I think that by providing a speaker to discuss the many aspects of WRJ and their personal story about their
involvement in Sisterhood would provide a fascinating discussion and should catch everyone's attention. Stay tuned for more
information about this!
You may know that Sisterhoods provide resources for their individual temples but did you also know that our WRJ dues provide
financial assistance for:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

YES Fund: Youth, Education and special services programs
Scholarships for upcoming rabbis and cantors
Summer camp programs
An awareness of social justice issues
Women's Rights Legislation
Fighting sex trafficking
Having a seat at the U.N.

Several of us have traveled to the regional WRJ conventions, where we experience engaging workshops and being reacquainted with the people we've met. Even having the convention virtually this year was lovely. Perhaps, in the years to come, more
TBD women will attend these programs and be inspired by these interesting programs and the committed women who run
them.
Wishing you a Happy and Healthy New Year 2021
Carol Ozer

Temple Beth David Sisterhood President

GREETINGS FROM Men’s Club

—

-

-

GREETINGS FROM OUR LIBRARIAN
Lauren Bailey, Librarian
In 2007, the late and long time TBD member and school teacher, Elaine Amromin, decided to take
our library into her caring hands. At the time, the library
was just a few piles of books. It was not used as much,
and even though the internet was not as hyped for children as it is today, TBD’s library needed recognition.
Elaine then started a campaign for book donations,
helping with shelving, and donating from her personal
funds for the betterment of TBD’s potential readership.
It was late in that year, that she appointed herself the position of TBD’s volunteer librarian.
In no time, Elaine was sided by today’s TBD Librarian,
Lauren Bailey. Elaine took Lauren under her wing,
mentored her, and turned her into the striving to earn a
Masters in Library Science young lady that she is today.
Elaine taught Lauren to shelf, classify, categorize, search
for books within the library, as well as reach out to the
community with new and recommended books. (The
Golem book, and Jewish cooking books, according to
Lauren, happen to be most popular today).
The library, and by no means also TBD’s own library, according to Lauren, is important for progression in society. It is a center of learning, and a point of information. Last Sunday, in fact, Lauren recounted to our students how
unlike Google, she has a personal understanding of her library visitors.
She can “read” her “customers”, and direct them to different books,
with a Jewishly Warm and Relevant interaction that the internet cannot
do.
That, in reality, is Lauren- a smiling librarian, who knows our students,
directs them to their point of interest, awakens their curiosity within
the categories of books she has shelved, and, together with Jerry Shutman, is creating an upscale online catalogue for our TBD readers to
connect to our library, even from home.
Once safe to do so, Lauren will be available on Sundays, or by request,
to check books out, to read us a story, to tell us all about our digitalized catalogue of books, the latest of book donations, including the latest ones from Dr. Mindel Spiegel.
Composed by Gal Kessler Rohs, education director, with help from Lauren Bailey, TBD’s librarian.

UPDATES FROM YOUTH GROUP
Madison Schoonmaker
Youth Group Leader

STARS OF DAVID

We thank the following people for their thoughtfulness:

-

WAYS TO GIVE
Making a gift to Temple Beth David is a meaningful way to honor friends and family while supporting the synagogue. Temple Beth David offers a variety of donation opportunities so all members can
participate in the mitzvah of tzedaka at what ever
level is comfortable. For additional information
about our different funds and various ways to give
please call our office at 626-287-9994.
·

·

·

·

Send checks: Temple Beth David 9677 Longden Avenue, Temple City, California 91780
Visit our website: Templebd.com/support-thetemple
Appreciated stock gifts: The congregation accepts all contributions made via stock transfers.
You will enjoy an immediate tax deduction for
the value of the stock transfer and avoid paying
capital gains.
Corporate Matching: Many area companies will
match your gift dollar for dollar. Please contact
your companies gifts coordinator to determine
whether your gift to Temple Beth David can be
matched.

TZEDAKAH ACTIONS FOR 2021

LIFT A FINGER AND YOU CAN MAKE
A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE

Ideas inspired by Rabbi Alan Lachtman
1. Our faith teach that we can make a difference in the lives of others. One Mitzvah leads to multiple Mitzvot. Visit
www.thehungersite.com as this is the portal to many other sites (scroll to the bottom). Your daily clicks help 11 charities get paid by advertisers. Please click every day. Clicking every day on the linked websites is an effective way to
help alleviate the darkness that is brought on through childhood illiteracy, hunger, cancer, environmental pollution,
lack of medical care, and neglect of our veterans.

2. Donate children’s books to a local hospital (www.reachoutandread.org) or donate books of all ages to a local
homeless shelter. The Temple Beth David library can also use your support with building our library’s children’s
and adult collections.
3. Donate to help our military service people who are fulfilling their mission to serve our great nation by giving to
the USO at www.uso.org or www.jcca.org/jwb

4. Visit the North American Conference on Ethiopian Jewry’s (www.nacoej.org) Website for donation ideas such as
sponsoring a child’s lunches for the year.
5. Make a donation to Mazon (www.mazon.org) such as 3% of the amount you are spending for holiday dinners.
6. Visit www.stopgenocidenow.org and www.jww.org to keep updated on the crisis in Sudan. Give generously to help
stop genocide or simply buy a solar oven to be used in one of the villages.
7. Donate a gently used Judaica item to the World Union for Progressive Judaism (www.wupj.org) for a newly
formed Reform synagogue in the Former Soviet Union or other country around the world.
8. Help local animal shelters by visiting, www.PETLANTHROPY.org or www.theanimalrescuesite.com and donate to the shelter of your choice or learn how to help our four legged friends by donating time and resources to
promote spaying, neutering and fostering pet adoption.
9. Visit the Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life’s (www.coejl.org) You can give a gift to your home such
as energy efficient appliances or compact fluorescent light bulbs.
10. Want to feed your mind and feed the less fortunate without leaving your computer? Go to www.freerice.com
and answer questions in the subjects of English, Chemistry, Humanities, Languages, Math and Geography and for
every correct answer you donate rice while building your knowledge. What could be easier?

WANTED!
High School or College Student

MICAH LACHTMAN, JD
CALRE# 1754602

MOBILE: 626-215-4331
www.Lachtman.com
Lachtman@yahoo.com

Coldwell Banker Realty

338 South Lake Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91101

To help with assorted minor tech issues AS
needed
(Examples: Excel, Cable TV, Ring Door Bell)
Will Pay $25/HR
contact Temple Member, Bill Joseph @

323-420-4282
Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC.

BLESSED ARE THEY THAT COME IN THE
NAME OF GOD.

Temple Beth David of the San Gabriel Valley
Rabbi Alan R. Lachtman, MHL, DD, MDCT, LTC ret. USAR
Cantor Orly Campbell

Education Director Gal Kessler Rohs

9677 East Longden Avenue, Temple City, CA 91780
Phone: (626) 287-9994 Email: Office@templebd.com
Website: www.Templebd.com

Office hours: Mon—Wed 7:30—3:30p, Thu 7:30—2p
Serving the Reform Jewish community since 1947, Temple Beth David of the San
Gabriel Valley embraces Judaism’s liberal values and traditions of community,
spiritual growth, educational richness, loving kindness, and personal responsibility.
We welcome all Jews and interfaith families committed to living a Jewish life.
Please call the office for an appointment if you would like to have a conversation
with Rabbi Lachtman or Cantor Orly.

