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MESSAGE FROM THE RABBI

I

n the seder we ate
matzah, the bread
of affliction, we
tasted the bitter herbs that
reminded us of the
bitterness of slavery. We
dipped our parsley in salted
water to symbolically taste
the tears of the oppressed.
This year we washed our hands several times
during the day not only as a part of the rituals of
Pesach but in our response to the current reality of
the “11th plague”.
We read of the biblical lockdown, written in
Exodus,“None of you shall go out from the door of
the house”, and it is also written in Isaiah, “Go,
my people, enter into your chambers, and shut the
door behind you.”
This year, as the COVID-19 plague unfolds we
are reliving part of that first Passover experience as
we must be in our homes with our immediate
family. We must wash our hands regularly,
carefully and use disinfectants in order to help
keep the virus outside.
We are watchful and protective of our elders in
particular, because they are the most vulnerable
group. In Egypt the plague affected the firstborn
but today’s plague effects those who were born
first.
We must practice social distancing while at the
same time pursuing spiritual closeness. While we
can’t visit each other, we can call, text, and
maintain our connection with them.
Many thanks to all those who are part of our
“caring community” who have been actively
shopping and schlepping for those who have
limited mobility.

RABBI ALAN LACHTMAN
Temple Beth David, like many other institutions,
while closing its physical doors for the current
time has transferred many services and classes to
virtual platforms.
My initial reluctance to the new ways to
broadcast our services and classes has proven to
be unwarranted. Our reality is that we have
consistently more people in attendance at services.
At the conclusion of services our congregants
linger and schmooze at calorie free ‘onegs’. How
wonderful to see the happy faces of those who
bring their own shabbat candles and raise their
kiddush cups together when they observe
communal linkedness. The greetings of Shabbat
Shalom have a deeper meaning when many of us
have not seen others during the week due to our
social distancing.
Parents watching and sharing in their children’s
learning in classroom breakouts is a first for our
religious school. Most learning is now with
parents watching and thereby, the first steps
toward true family learning are being witnessed.
Please join together in our efforts to stay
supportive of each until this difficult times come
to pass. We are planning a community set of
outreach interactive seminars on the stressful
nature of the pandemic.
While we are physically apart, we remain united
in our efforts to care for each other during these
stressful times.
Please let the office, the Cantor or me know of
your needs and they will be forwarded to those in
our newly invigorated ‘caring community’.
Shalom. Wishing for all a pandemic free summer.

TEMPLE BETH DAVID CALENDAR 2020
IN LIGHT OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, TEMPLE
BETH DAVID HAS SUSPENDED LIVE EVENTS
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. ALL EVENTS ARE VIRTUAL
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4PM Shabbat Story Time *
7:30PM Shabbat Services *
9:15AM Religious School *
10AM Bagel Breakfast (P.7)
7:30PM Ritual Committee **
7PM Adult Coping Strategies (P.8)
7:30PM Shabbat Services *
HAPPY MOTHERS DAY
7:30PM Rabbi's Adult Class ***
7:30PM Board Meeting **
7:30PM Shabbat Services *
9:15AM Religious School Last Day *
11AM Parent Coping Strategies (P.9)
7:30PM Shabbat Services *
7:30PM Shabbat Services *

1
5
11
12
14
18
19
20
21
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7PM Ritual Committee **
7:30PM Shabbat Services *
7:30PM Board Meeting **
7:30PM Shabbat Services *
CONGREGATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING
7:30PM Membership Meeting **
7:30PM Shabbat Services *
10AM Sydney Weissman Bat Mitzvah
HAPPY FATHERS DAY
9:15AM Annual Women's Forum (P. 7)
7:30PM Shabbat Services *
7PM Ritual Committee **
7:30PM Shabbat Services *
7:30PM Board Meeting **
7:30PM Shabbat Services *

Click Here to Order "We See
It So Differently" on Amazon
Smile where a portion of the
purchase price is donated to
Temple Beth David***
Or Contact Rabbi for a used copy

* Links to Virtual Services, Virtual Religious School, classes and the Congregational Annual Meeting will be
active on our website shortly before the event: https://www.templebd.com
** Call the office if you wish to attend any other Committee Meetings or Board Meetings
***During these tumultuous times, we have witnessed unparalleled animus between family members, friends
and colleagues over religious, social and political issues. Dr. Leonard Felder's book "We See It Differently"
helps us keep the bridges of understanding open and free flowing. Please join Rabbi Lachtman on May 12
7:30PM to discuss the attitudes and approaches that can help one to restore civility and make peace.
****For tributes and to register visit www.jewishsgpv.org
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MESSAGE FROM THE CANTOR

Cantor Orly Campbell

W

hat you don’t see in this
picture were the tears from
each one of us including
myself.

So , for the past month since being on
“house arrest.” with Covid-19 going
around, my husband and I started going
on walks with the kids.

Every time my daughter Emma saw a neighbor, or stranger in
their yard she said “hello” and they responded , “hello to
you.” with the biggest smile on their face.This particular day,
I decided I would take my kids by myself. Try wrangling a 9 year old on a scooter, a 5 -year old on a bike and a 2.5 -year
old in his trike. We wanted to get out of the house, we were
bored, we were cranky, we were tired and we needed a
change of scenery.
We are all living in a world that was turned upside-down a
month ago. I can’t believe a month has passed since we were
first told you must stay home, unless it is for essential items
or business. What exactly qualifies as essential items you may
ask, picking up your medicine, groceries, Dr. appointments,
etc. All of a sudden I had friends cancelling their baby
showers, weddings, and even funerals.
Instead of looking at all the negative things during this
pandemic of Covid-19, I am looking at the positive things
hiding beneath it all. How blessed and fortunate we all are for
zoom, Whats App, facetime, skype which allows us to enjoy
these moments in a unique way. Families with teenagers who
don’t normally talk, are now making “Tik Tok” videos
together, and you see the fun they are having together at
home. Families are making movie nights, printing out their
own tickets, and showtimes and making it a fun experience
not just for themselves but their family. Families like mine
are also going on walks, leaving the electronics at home and
just spending time with each other in the now.
A new experience for me in which I searched for the
positive and not the negative was when I was told about the
passing of our very own Ron Robertson, husband of Jan
Robertson. I was told that we would have a memorial service
for him on zoom, I completely freaked out when I heard this.
Ron and Jan were the first people I met at Temple Beth David
besides Rabbi Lachtman and Gal Kessler Rohs. After my
interview Shabbat to become your Cantor, Ron called me
over to his table during the Oneg. He said, “thank you for that
lovely service Cantor.” We then began to chat about our lives
and then I met Jan Robertson. Both Jan and Ron immediately
became what I felt were pillars of TBD and I was right.
While I was putting together Ron’s memorial service, I was
calling it his celebration of life. I wanted it to be a time to
reflect on what a great man he was. I stayed up many nights,

“A picture is worth a thousand
words.” -Albert Einstein
putting together a meaningful and special service,
with the help of Rabbi Lachtman. I chose songs that
were meaningful to Ron. I kept telling Jan and Rabbi
Lachtman , Ron deserved the most special
celebration of life. We needed to convey this via
zoom with family and friends , how could we do this
on a computer? How could an online celebration of
life be meaningful to the mourners?
We reached full capacity at his celebration of life
and in that moment, I knew that doing services via
zoom would work out, even better than any of us had
hoped . We are all in these unique situations
together, but there is so much we can all do. One of
the biggest things I have observed is making sure to
call and check in on your neighbors, friends, family,
maybe even someone you don’t talk to all that often.
Everyone is struggling in their own way, whether
financially or emotionally. Someone told me the
other day, “we aren’t in the same boat. We are
weathering the same storm but some of our boats are
floating while others are sinking.”
I got an email the other day from my school stating
one of my colleagues lost his uncle to Covid-19. My
heart truly broke for him and his family. I reached
out to him and said, “ I am sorry for your loss and
may your uncle’s memory always be a blessing for
you and your family.” Not expecting a response
back (as we weren’t close at all), he wrote me , “it is
a tragedy and we are all devastated. Thank you. You
reaching out says it all.” I wouldn’t have received
these messages if I didn’t check in on him. So next
time you feel you are upset, sad, worried reach out to
someone you know, someone you haven’t spoken
with in a while, because their boat may be slowly
sinking, and all they need is an anchor to help hold
them down.
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UPDATES FROM OUR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

D

Gal Kessler Rohs, Education Director
ear 2020 students,

Please journal these historical
days.
Pick up a pen, a pencil, a
marker, or a crayon, and journal
these days. Draw pictures, jot
down your emotions, document your experiences,
highlight your thoughts, graph the evolving curve,
and compile your childhood memories in writing.
Put down those electronic devices for a brief
moment in quarantined time to relay these
memories of your youth. Your childhood and you
are making history.

Dear 2020 students, Instagram and YouTube are
media trends that will pass.
There will be days when selfies and Messenger will
be replaced by other cool acts, apps, and other
gimmicks. You’ll be downloading your apps on other
electronic devices, which a smart inventor succeeded to
break into the market, to replace the iPhones and iPods.
Journal this all down for the sake of your children, for
the sake of history, for the sake of our future
generation.
There will be a time when you'll take off that N95
face mask, when this horrifying nightmare is over, and
you will say, this was just a brief moment in time when
the world shut down.

Dear 2020 students, you are in a moment of
time, where you may be deprived of your
upcoming playdate, or the digging for worms. Gd
only knows when you’ll be able to embrace your
vulnerable grandparents at the shabbat table again,
those precious pioneers who planted the seeds for
your future. Gd only knows when you will be able
to leave this siege you are in, and hop on the
school bus with a sack lunch to go on that field trip
to the butterfly farm. Your Bat or Bar mitzvah is at
a halt in the planning, and your teachers are
missing you so. The seder is pending, and the
Israeli flags ordered for you for Blue and White
day are awaiting international transit. Journal these
moments of your fear, your boredom, your
anxiety, your loneliness, your indulgence in screen
time, your movie nights, and that extra treat your
parents gave you, in sorrow of the childhood that
is being deprived from you.
Dear 2020 students, you are in a brief moment in
time where the words “mall”, “Snap Chat”, “hang
out” and the latest fashion trend in jeans are
replaced by "Corona" and "COVID", and the
number 19. Very soon, I pray, you will look at
these days where “flattening the curve” and
“social distancing” will be replaced by new moves
you and your friends will create in TikTok.
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GREETINGS FROM SISTERHOOD

S

ince Temple Beth David's founding in
1948 there has been a temple presence
of sisterhood.

The list of the sisterhood presidents since
then is impressive. I have had the privilege to
get to know some of the past presidents.
Even though sisterhood has gone through
many changes throughout the years, we can
take pride in our consistency.
Many temple families come and go but for
many involved in
sisterhood they have
stayed and made lifelong friends.
Were all learning to help each other out more
as we are still experiencing the Covid19
pandemic. I have called a few people just to
check in and say hello. This staying at home
experience will not be soon forgotten. Trying
to make a person's life a little bit better is
underwritten in sisterhood.

Carol Ozer
Sisterhood President

Many years ago, a temple sisterhood member
came to a meeting and told us how her
daughter started working in New York City for
Teaching America. There was not a lot of
money to supply teachers with the necessary
needs for the school room. (As we all know!)
The money that was donated to the teacher
led her on a path to help underserved school
kids and help to establish her on her way to a
successful career.
Many of our good deeds are not recorded, but
in our hearts and minds we are doing the right
things for our temple and community.
May the next couple of months go smoothly
for you and your family.
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1948 Temple Beth David Sisterhood Presidents 2020
1948-49 Rosalie Weiss

!970-71 Mary Davidson

1987-88 Linda Speil

1949-50 Violet Kaufman

1971-72 Lil Alpert

!988- 89 Linda Speil

1972-73 Betty Fink

1989-90 Marsha Sainer

Francis Shiff
1950-51 Elaine Pavin

1973-74 Judy Redman

1951-52 Marge Gordon

1974-75 Bernice Applebaum

1952-54 Grace Mogilner

Nadine Zneimer

1954-55 Helen Glasser

Ellin Naness

1955-56 Rose Glick

Debra Satz
1990-91 Pam Sheldon
Marcia Batin
1991- 93

!975-76 Jennie Golden

!993

1956-57 Ann Kartsman

Barbara Leigh

1994

1957-58 Adelyne Minsky

Ellin Naness

1995-97 Elyse Clymer

1976-77 Lois Bruyneel

Jackie Green

!958-59 Shirley Walter

Marcia Batin

1959-60 Lila Ivers

Lillian Otto

1998-99 Elise Binder

1960-61 Elaine Shebby

Ellin Naness

1999-05 Robin Evans

1961-62 Shirley Walter

1977-78 Rita Singman

1962-63 Dorothy Beck

1978-79 Shelma Angel

2005-15 Robin Evans

1963-64 Grace Molinger

1979-81 Marilyn Glasser

2015 - present Carol Ozer

1964-65 Betty Fink

1981-83 Laurie Kleinberg

1965-67 Claire Marlow

1983-85 Judi Sternberg

1967-68 Natalie Bender

1985-87 Connie Des Autels

!968-70 Selma Asher

1987-88 Elise
ChrisBlinder
Bogad

Temple Beth David
Donors

Dr. Benjamin Broder
Ralphs Community
Ira & Christine Felman
John & Leslie Golper
Donald Quick
Louis Rubenstein
Jerome & Jacobson Schwartz
Karen & Rick Wilcoxen

Julie Miller

Dedications for
Ron Roberston

Sylvia Berkelhammer
Steve Bermann
Mens Club
Crystal Drysdale
Kay Fradelle
Bill Joseph
Saul Kay
Rabbi and Ellen Lachtman
Lia Kamhi-Stein
Sisterhood | 6

• Join Dr. Nadine Koch Steinberg, Emerita Professor
of Political Science, California State University, Los
Angeles, for a Virtual Bagel Breakfast.
• Time: May 3, 2020 10:00 AM Pacific Time
• Zoom Link on the temple website and our Constant
Contact communication (Meeting ID: 995 2426
3904, Password: 086950}
• Bring your coffee and bagels and join the TBD
community on our last bagel breakfast of the year

JOIN US IN CELEBRATING THE EXTRAORDINARY WOMEN
WHO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY

Thursday, June 25, 2020 at 9:15 a.m.
Courtyard Marriott Monrovia
700 W. Huntington Dr., Monrovia, CA 91016
HONORING

Honoring Women
Who Make a Difference

MI CHELLE BENI TEZ
Temple Sholom of Ontario
GAL KESSLE R ROHS
Temple Beth David
RUTH LAMBERT
Temple Sinai of Glendale
JUDY ROSE
Temple Beth Israel of Pomona

Brunch $45, per person
RSVPdeadline:June 18

ATV ROTTER
PJTC Sisterhood
LIN DA ROURMAN
Temple Ami Shalom
A M Y WHITMAN
B'nai Simctta
RITA WODINSKY z"I
Sharon Group Hadassah

.I
\\!JJ

JEWISH
�
FEDERATION
For tributes and to register visit
OF THE GALV£11 SAH G.t.llAEL
AHO"°-VAL.a'\',
www.jewishsgpv.org
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temple beth david
of the san gabriel valley
Alan R. Lachtman, Rabbi
Michael J. Adelman, President

Orly Campbell, Cantor
Gal Kessler Rohs, Ed. Dir.

April 30, 2020

In the last couple of months, our lives have transformed completely, as we adapt to confront the COVID-19
pandemic. We are all challenged in new ways doing our best to protect each other. There are places we can’t go
and loved ones we can’t hug. Many of us are experiencing financial hardship. We find comfort and inspiration in
maintaining the bonds of community and our connection to Torah.
The Jewish people may be uniquely adept at adjusting to hardship, and our own community of Temple Beth David
has stepped up in new ways to meet the needs of our members. Our wonderful clergy - Rabbi Lachtman and Cantor
Orly - have presented well-attended and inspiring virtual Shabbat services. Gal Kessler Rohs and the teachers have
continued their engaging religious school activities in an interactive online format. The TBD Caring Committee is
reaching out to help meet social and practical needs of our older and more vulnerable members. Our Temple
Administrator, Adele, continues to answer telephone calls and emails from members and others in need. The
Temple Community continues to serve meals to homeless people at Union Station. Temple Beth David has enabled
its community to gather virtually to mourn the loss of a beloved member, and to observe Passover.
Although we speak of “virtual” Shabbat and “virtual” Seder, the only thing that is virtual is our physical
proximity. Our presence is real as are our prayers; our clergy is live, and our building stands solidly in Temple City
and houses our Torah scrolls.
It is a big request in times that may be extra hard, but Temple Beth David continues to rely on your support. If you
are able to meet your financial commitments at this time, please continue to pay your dues and school fees. If you
are fortunate enough to have extra to give, please consider sustaining Temple Beth David. Our clergy and staff are
working as hard as ever, and our elderly building needs some overdue maintenance.
We want Temple Beth David to be a real and virtual presence for you always, in these hard times, and in challenges
and celebrations that are ahead of us. No donation you can make at this time will be too small or too large. You
may donate online through the Temple Beth David website or mail a check. Your support is a blessing.

Sincerely,

Michael J. Adelman
Temple President

9677 EAST LONGDEN AVENUE • TEMPLE CITY, CALIFORNIA 91780 • TELEPHONE (626)
287-9994
AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION FOR REFORM JUDAISM

FAX: (626) 287-2846 • EMAIL: office@templebd.com •
WEBSITE: templebd.com

YAHRZEITS

May

4
6
8
8
10
11
12
13
13
14
14
15
16
16
17
17
17
17

Harriet Ozer
Joe Kahn
Bernardo Stern
Fannie Lebowitz
Edith Rubino
Lorraine Bernstein
Charles Alpert
Raquel Ferguson
Michael Alhadeff
Esther Leizerowitz
Luba Berman
Alex K. Billens, D.D.S.
Harold Chandler
Myron Schwartz
Donald Chauss
Fern Heeger
Herbert Stevens
Ron Emerling

17
22
23
26
26
26
29
29
30

Norman Rubenstein
Mildred Moss
Rosalie Emanuel
Rabbi Joseph Spector
Toni Frazin
Hannah Solomon
Isadore Weinerman
Sylvan Frazin
Louis Robin

June
1
5
7
7
10
10
13

Leon Dorosin
Melvyn Lasko
Jack Grosbard
Dorothy Kates
Lee Brodsky
Harry Toomajanian
Aaron David Kay

13
15
15
16
18
18
23
23
24
24
25
25
25

Linda Rubenstein
David Bernstein
Lillian Schaub Thompson
Leon Shapiro
Edna Brandzel
Margery Gardner
Abraham Alkana
Abraham Alkana
George Moss
George Moss
Kinuye Inouye
Bernard Murray Wax
Kinuye Inouye

Please call the Office if you wish to honor a departed loved one with a plaque.

May
2 Sara Rubenstein
18
4 Shannon Sheldon
19
6 Lisa Wilcoxen
19
7 Arielle Linsey
20
8 Gabi Sacks
21
8 Jasper Thompson
21
9 Adam Moss
22
9 Sloane Sachs
23
10 Steve Bermann
26
10 Marlena Pfeiffer
27
11 James Evans
27
14 Michael Chong
27
15 Justine Cortez-Roth 28
15 Gloria Klaparda
29
15 Aaron Perris
31
17 Remo Rohs
31
17 Rachel Gross
31
May
13 Hector & Abigail Cabrera
16 Jason & Stacey Young
21 Jason & Rachel Moss
25 Bruce & Martha Karsh
25 Richard & Cathy Weise
29 Zack & Sarah Domb
30 Craig & C.C. De Graff

BIRTHDAYS

Victor Davila
June
Michael Gillmore
2 Jessica Felman
Shane Aaron Lachtman 3 Jason Moss
Sydney Weissman
3 Rachel Moss
Stuart Blatt
3 Benjamin Schwartz
Tina Quick-Snedaker 4 Olivia Sandford
Deborah Jones
5 Rachel Weise
Isabella Serio
6 Kenneth Gross
Rachel Silver
7 Dorothy Kates
Hyman Gildenhorn
7 Stephen Sachs
Joel Shapiro
9 Sarah Shutman
Wynne Langer
10 Sarah Schall
Linda Lavin
12 Lawrence Schall
Joseph Angel-Field
14 Jonah Sacks
Atty Blatt
16 Orly Campbell
Jeffry Schrier
16 Rande Sotomayor
Todd Golper
19 Lisa Reckon

19 Brandon Averitt
20 Josette Schwartz
20 Susan Ivory
21 Michael Grosbard
22 Shari Herzfeld
23 Adam Shapiro
24 Terri Kohl
25 Leah Sue
Sandleman
28 Micaela Preskill
28 Henry Sotomayor
29 Tracy Bitterolf
30 Madison
Schoonmaker

ANNIVERSARIES
June
1 Michael & Susan Grosbard
19 David & Ming Berger
19 Robert & Dorine Weissman 22
John & Roberta Preskill
22 Jess & Rande Sotomayor
25 Sharlene & Marshall Behrman

25 Joel & Enid Shapiro
25 Richard & Tina Snedaker
26 Brad & Julie Miller
27 Darren & Laurie Averitt
27 Jeffery & Judy Alkana
29 Clint & Merrily Basham
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Temple Beth David of the San Gabriel Valley
Rabbi Alan R. Lachtman, MHL, DD, MFCT, LTC ret. USAR
Cantor Orly Campbell • Temple President Michael J. Adelman • Education Director Gal Kessler Rohs
9677 East Longden Avenue, Temple City, CA 91780
Phone: (626) 287-9994
Email: office@templebd.com
Website: www.templebd.com
Office Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9:00-4:30
Rabbi is not available on Tuesdays, Cantor is not available Mondays
Please call for an appointment if you'd like to meet with Rabbi Lachtman

Serving the Reform Jewish community since 1947, Temple Beth David of the San Gabriel
Valley embraces Judaism’s liberal values and traditions of community, spiritual growth,
educational richness, loving kindness, and personal responsibility. We welcome all Jews and
interfaith families committed to living a Jewish life. Temple Beth David is affiliated with the
Union for Reform Judaism.
We welcome all Jews and interfaith families committed to living a Jewish life.
If you'd like to continue to receive David's Word by postal mail please contact the office.
David's Word is also on our website www.templebd.com

