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MESSAGE FROM THE RABBI

C

hanukah is a time of
creating light not just on
the Chanukah menorah
but within our own
community. Each night
should lead to a discussion as
to which organization or
charity that needs an outstretched hand of assistance.
Each candle reminds us that the partnership
between God and Israel demands renewal. We
must do our part to dispel darkness and gloom in
our world. Thus, Chanukah is not just for children
to receive gifts. Chanukah’s eight days asks us to
look at this holiday as the time to focus on our
Jewish responsibility to be a force for good in the
world (TIKKUN OLAM).
Judah Macaabee
asked Jews
to
stand
against
apathy,
cruelty and indifference.
I propose that each person sit with friends and
family to make nightly pledges to at least eight
worthy causes even if it is for a single dollar.
Ideally, over time we can change the annual
Chanukah focus and mindset from giving gifts to
giving daily donations to worthy charities and
causes.
Imagine the amount of good that can be done if
we focus on what we can do that improves the
world around us. We cannot fully imagine all the
good that could result if we but fulfilled the
philanthropic facets of our faith by sharing a small
part of our wealth with those who need a measure
of caring help.
I have compiled a wonderful list of worthy causes
on page 8 that take donations and are worthy
ofmonetary donation and ask only that one visit the
charity’s website.

RABBI ALAN LACHTMAN
I am most grateful for all who have contributed
to the strength of our congregation over the past 72
years. I hope you are proud of your efforts that
have insured our Jewishly warm presence in the
San Gabriel Valley for three generations of Jews.
Join us for our annual Chanukah dinner on
December 27th (see Page 7), bring your
Chanukiah and a non-perishable food item.
Ellen, Micah, Shane and I wish 2020 will be
filled with abundant joy, fulfillment and health.
May the new year bring an end to suffering and
war that appears in so many parts of the world.
Let us be God's partner and improve the lives of
others.

If you'd like to continue to
receive David's Word by postal
mail please call the office at
(626) 287-9994. David's Word
is also on our website
TempleBD.com

TEMPLE BETH DAVID CALENDAR 2019
December 2019

Fri, 12/6 6pm Ulpan Shabbat
7:30pm Shabbat Services with Cindy Paley
Sun, 12/8 9-1pm Sisterhood Chanukah Boutique
9:15am Religious School

9:30 am Free Adult Hebrew Classes
10:00am Mindfulness Meditation with
Victor Herzfeld

Tue, 12/10 7:30pm Sweet Singers of David Rehearsal
Fri, 12/13 7:30pm Musical Shabbat

Sun, 12/15 7:00am Serve Breakfast at Union Station
9:15 am Religious School
9:30 am Free Adult Hebrew Classes
10:00 amMindfulness Meditation with
Victor Herzfeld
Mon, 12/16 Class with Rabbi Lachtman
"Charting Your Jewish Journey"

Fri, 12/20 6:00 pm Ulpan Shabbat
7:30 am Shabbat Services

Sun, 12/22 Chanukah 1 Candle
1:15pm Tov Chai at Fair Oaks
Retirement Hotel & Star Wars
Mon, 12/23 Chanukah 2 Candles
Tue, 12/24 Chanukah 3 Candles
Wed, 12/25 Chanukah 4 Candles
Thu, 12/26 Chanukah 5 Candles
Fri, 12/27 Chanukah 6 Candles

9:00 am Challah Club
6:30 pm Chanukah Diner (see page 7)
7:30 pm Shabbat Services

Sat, 12/28 Chanukah 7 Candles
Sun, 12/29 Chanukah 8 Candles Mon,
12/30 Chanukah 8th Day Sat,
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MESSAGE FROM THE CANTOR

Cantor Orly Campbell

Thank you, Adele Guerra, our amazing new office
“Oh Hanukah oh Hanukah come
manager.
You came in and completely organized the office,
light the menorah, let’s have a party
papers and are helping us get back on our feet. Thank you
we’ll all dance the hora.”
for your bubbly energy and great conversations. I really do
enjoy getting to know you better every Shabbat when I
ow are we already here,
come to the office.
about to celebrate
Hanukkah?
Thank you to Laurie, Linda and Doris for making our
ritual meetings entertaining yet productive. Glad we have a
I know I have only been your cantor for 3 months, but it
strong team to put together our TBD services for everyone
feels longer. I guess the saying really is true, “time flies
to enjoy whether they like meditative, musical, classical
when you’re having fun.” Thank you, a million times, to
reform or lay led.
each and every single one of you for your kind words and
for being patient with me as I am learning the ways of TBD. Thank you to Dr. Green for the super sweet gifts my first
One thing that I observed very quickly at my first interview few Shabbats. It truly is the little things in life that mean the
back in July is the beautiful community of people that TBD most. Thank you for pushing me to do a D’var Torah for
is. Temple Beth David really is this hidden little gem in
our cd to come out and share with the Jewish community.
Temple City.
You have such a big heart and I know myself and our TBD
team really appreciate everything you do.
I want to send personal thank you to those who I work
closely with. Thank you, Rabbi Alan Lachtman, for your
Thank you to everyone on the board for opening your
encouraging words, patience and passion for what you do. I arms and even home to my family and I, which allowed me
feel you have been the forefront for me as a newly ordained to get to know you better. Looking forward to what next
cantor and I couldn’t ask for a better bimah partner. Can’t
year holds for all of us together as team TBD.
wait to see what we create and share in the future of TBD.
Someone asked me the other day how would you describe
To my Israeli sister from another mister, Gal Kessler
Hanukkah… Wait till you see my shirt. Hahah. Don’t
Rohs. From the first day I met you and we spoke to each
worry I won’t keep you in suspense. I hope this brightens
other in Hebrew, it felt comfortable. I love how close we are your day like you have all brightened mine these past 3
getting and your passion and love for all things education is months.
so beautiful to see. You truly shine when you teach children
and are hands down the best education director I have
“Imagine if your cellphone was at 10% but lasted 8 days.
personally ever seen. Thank you for creating such fun and
Now you understand Hanukkah.”
fulfilling Ulpan events as well as religious school ones too.

H

Our choir director Steve Bermann. I never knew how
many hats one person could truly wear but you wear them
all well. Thank you for teaching me about the sound system
and for helping me with office stuff when I was just
learning. Thank you for trusting me and sharing your story
with me. Steve, thank you for all you do here at TBD.
Thank you to our president Mickey Adelman. You have
really gone above and beyond helping me out when I needed
a little guidance. I am sad to see you finish up as president
but I can see how strong you are as a leader, person and
community member.
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UPDATES FROM OUR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Gal Kessler Rohs, Education Director

We’re heading off to new
beginnings, and wonderful starts!

How so?
Unlike a swing, a seesaw, a carrousel, or a
pulpit, which typically require one or a few
e have finalized the
people taking turns, with a somewhat generous
works at TBD with the personal space around them, the amphitheater,
final stages of opening and playhouse serve the contrary. Just like when
we see a couch, we intuitively approach it to seek
the school year, we have
comfort, so will, I dream, the playhouse for young
completed all procedures
following the High Holy Days, children, and the amphitheater, we hope, for TBD
at large. Indeed, and as Joey Angel-Field refers to
we are still welcoming incoming families,
the Talmud Bavli, the Sanhedrin did the sameprocessing of administrative paperwork,
they would sit in a semi-circle so that they could
calendaring of events and their coordination,
designing of flyers, delegating volunteers towards all see their companions’ faces. That way, they
would create friendships, listen to music, or in our
setting up family meals for Ulpan Shabbat and
case, our beloved Rabbi.
snacks for Sunday School, endorsing classroom
It’s a communal break the ice tool in both
parents, and that’s about it. Oh, except for a few
structures kind of thing- when we all see each
other things.
other, we are encouraged to communicate,
I believe you know where I am directing my
negotiate ideas, greet each other, blow kisses at
thoughts and updates to you. Whether you have
each other (perhaps), and plan together in
stepped foot as of late at TBD, read our Temple
friendship, for the future.
Newsletter, David’s Word , chit chatted with our
I thank my team at TBD, the various outside
clergy and staff, scrolled through our social media
advisors, and mostly Terri and Jerry Kohl for
channels, peaked at Slack’s gallery, or felt the
enabling the thriving future of TBD’s little ones.
trembling of ground to the drilling of our temple
courtyard floors, you’ll know we are done with
the works of building the Kohl family funded
Gan Alon (name to be confirmed).
Much research has been invested in the
blueprint of Gan Alon, so that it serves for TBD
to grow, Jewishly. We were inspired by
successful examples from history, looked at
several synagogue structures, investigated early
childhood settings, consulted with landscapers
who cater to senior citizens, interviewed
architects and interior designers, and dare we say,
followed our own professional experience and
personal intuition. While I cannot in this platform
elaborate on the reasoning behind each of the
structures installed, I have done so with our
sandbox in JLife magazine. I’ll hereby shed light
on our amphitheater and playhouse. Both share
common grounds- they provide tools for TBD to
strengthen, and are thus then both Jewishly Warm
and Relevant.

W
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GREETINGS FROM SISTERHOOD

T

here is so much happening with sisterhood
and you are all invited!

Latka mix available to order now. Still $8.00 a
quart. Makes 10-12 latkes. Delish! Pick up and pay on
Sunday Dec. 15.
Our new sisterhood board treasurer is Rita Lossett.
After attending our sisterhood meetings she has taken
on the treasurer position with moxie! I also want
tothank Julie Miller (past treasurer) for her continuing
support of sisterhood. I want to also thank Jerry and
Terri Kohl for their continued support to the giftshop
with their Brighton items.

Carol Ozer
Sisterhood President

These are just some of the ways sisterhood supports
the temple. It is sometimes a lot of work but we have a
strong group of women who keep us going.
Your donations and membership help us to meet the
daily and bigger goals for the temple. This year we
have purchased all sorts of paper goods for the kitchen,
donated apples for Rosh Hashanah, help pay some
temple bills and plan to do much more!
Happy New Year and hope to see you in 2020!
Questions or comments please email me at:
tbdsisterhood18@gmail.com
Carol

Would you like to receive a weekly
update on news of the Jewish World?

You can receive a free subscription to
The Weekly Briefing,
an e-mail newsletter about the Union for Reform Judaism
and news of the greater Jewish world.
Produced in cooperation with JTA: The Global News
Service of the Jewish People, the Weekly Briefing
is delivered to your inbox every Friday.
To subscribe, go to www.urj/org/subscribe.

photography

626.827.0742
LAURENHENSONPHOTO.COM
INFO@LAURENHENSONPHOTO.COM

Sisterhood | 5

TBD Men’s Club
3rd Annual Super Bowl Party and Fundraiser
Come join us on Sunday, February 2, 2020 at
3:00 PM in the TBD social hall
for the biggest sporting event of the year!
Watch the entire game on our big
screen TV while noshing on Super snacks.
Root for your favorite team while booing the
opposition. Even if you don't
have a favorite team, there will be an optional
50/50* football pool to add
excitement to every quarter's score.
There will be Super Snacks like popcorn and
chips, and for something more
substantial you can get, among other things, a
hot dog and drink. If you're
worried that your favorite snack won't be
there, feel free to bring one to
share.
Everyone is welcome for a $5 per person
donation. Spouses and other family members,
too! If you're not a Men’s Club member yet
and want to join for
$40, everything is on us!
RSVP to Jim Evans
(jasrevans@sbcglobal.net) so we can get a
more accurate
count on the food.
Hope to see you there!
* 50% of the gross football pool goes to the
Men’s Club as a fundraiser.
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CHANUKAH FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
CHANUKAH DINNER at TEMPLE BETH DAVID
Friday, December 27, 2019 @6:30 pm
RSVP/prepay by December 23rd

Please bring your Menorahs and candles to light and say our blessings together!
Prepay/RSVP to Office@TempleBD.com or call 626-287-9994
Adult/$15
Family/$45
At the Door
Adult/$20
Family/$50
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CHANUKAH LIFT A FINGER
TZ EDAKAH ACTIONS FOR 5780
RAISE A FINGER AND YOU CAN MAKE A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE
Ideas inspired by Rabbi Alan Lachtman

1. Our faith teaches that we can make a
difference in the lives of others. One
Mitzvah leads to multiple Mitzvot. Visit
www.thehungersite.com for a portal to nine
other sites. Your clicks helps feed the
hungry with the value of 1.1 cups of staple
food. Please click not only every day of
Passover but throughout the year. Clicking
every day on the nine linked websites is an
effective way to help alleviate the darkness
that is brought on by childhood illiteracy,
hunger, cancer, environmental pollution,
lack of medical care, and neglect of our
veterans.
2. Donate children’s books to a local hospital
(www.reachoutandread.org) or donate
books for all ages to a local homeless
shelter. The Temple Beth David library can
also use your support to build our library’s
children’s and adult collections.
3. Donate to help our military service people
who are fulfilling their mission to serve our
great nation by giving to the USO at
www.uso.org
4. Visit the North American Conference on
Ethiopian Jewry’s (www.nacoej.org)
Website for donation ideas such as
sponsoring a child’s lunches for the year.
5. Make a donation to Mazon
(www.mazon.org) such as 3% of the
amount you spend for holiday dinners.

6. Visit www.endgenocide.org and
www.jewishworldwatch.org to keep updated
on the crisis in Sudan. Give generously to
help stop genocide or simply buy a solar
oven to be used in one of the villages.
7. Donate a gently used Judaica item to the
World Union for Progressive Judaism
(www.wupj.org) for a newly formed Reform
synagogue in the former Soviet Union or
other countries around the world.
8. Help local animal shelters by visiting
www.PETLANTHROPY.org
or www.theanimalrescuesite.com and donate
to the shelter of your choice or learn how to
help our four-legged friends by donating
time and resources to promote spaying,
neutering and pet adoption and fostering.
9. Visit the Coalition on the Environment and
Jewish Life’s (www.coejl.org). You can give
a gift to your home such as energy efficient
appliances or compact fluorescent light
bulbs.
10. Want to feed your mind and feed the less
fortunate without leaving your
computer? Go to www.freerice.com and
answer questions in the subjects of English,
Chemistry, Humanities, Language, Math and
Geography and for every correct answer you
donate rice while building your knowledge.
What could be easier?
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I’m Hannah Malena Stein, an
8th grader at Clifton Middle
School in Monrovia. I am 13
years old and I am excited that
my bat mitzvah is coming up
on February 8 and that I can
celebrate with my family and
friends from Argentina, Israel,
and the US. My bat mitzvah
project is raising money for
Hand in Paw in Monrovia, a
dog rescue service where I
have been volunteering for 5
years. In fact, I adopted my
two adorable dogs from there.
To raise money, I have been
selling bracelets and muffins at
Temple Beth David. I have
been at TBD since I was a
baby. TBD has taught me
about Judaism and kindness. Besides coming to TBD on Sundays and volunteering for Hand in
Paw on Saturdays, I do gymnastics and take voice and art lessons. In the summer, I usually visit
my family in Argentina and travel to other countries. One of my favorite trips so far was going to
Israel and Turkey where I learned about my family’s Sephardic Jewish roots. I am grateful for
my mom Lía Kamhi-Stein for helping me achieve my goals and being there for me. At the
shabbat service of February 7, I will be honoring my dad Alan Paul Stein, who I am sure is
looking down on me. I look forward to celebrating my milestone with temple members and
friends. See you then!

WELCOME TO THE TBD FAMILY!
Lisa and Jim Hewitt and their
daughter Madison of Altadena

Men’s Club | 6

YAHRZEITS
December
1 Bertha Kaufmann
1 Sally Mausner
1 Elizabeth Zesessen
2 Adelyne Minsky
2 Nadine Zneimer
3 Max Klein
3 Sylvia Zelda Sussman
7 Joseph Schrier
8 James Martin
9 Peggy Reach
9 Irving Tuch

10 William Saidel
13 Mary Golden
14 Helen Davis
15 Pearl Mae Alpert
15 Helen Grosbard
16 Lillian Alpert
17 Fay Haselkorn
17 Etta Heegar
17 Sheila Linderman
17 Isidore Sulloway
18 Gloria Bojoroquez

18 Milt Hollander
20 Bernard Zwick
21 Judy Bottenberg
21 Hyman Fink
23 Bertha Minsky Schmidt
23 Josephine Waldrep
24 Harry Mausner
24 Marvin Schwartz
25 Maurice Hopkins
25 Hugh Salomon
25 Joseph Minsky

26 Paul Thorsen
28 Minnie Wolman
29 Lillian Schwartz
30 Jean Freeman
30 Betty Kotzker
30 Dianne Richards
31 Ruth Kraft

Please call the Office if you wish to honor a departed loved one with a plaque.
December

1 Alexa Chandler
3 Tanya Parker
4 Shirley Anhalt
4 William Hepner
4 Jennifer Unger
5 Mr. Clint Basham
5 Nathaniel Shulman
6 Mr. Stephen Allen
7 Ellen Novoseller
10 Karen Jacobson
10 Janice Robertson
17 Jacob Schrier
10 Richard Snedaker
12 Sasha Davila

BIRTHDAYS
11 Mathew Saltzman
13 Mr. Darren Averitt
17 Mrs. Pauline Ginsburg
18 Lynn Finkel
20 Mrs. Norma W. Aptaker
20 Denise Butman
23 Henry Zimmerman
25 Sassah Sommer
26 Daniel Willardson
27 Devon Davila
27 Lauren Angel-Field

28 Aimee Schwartz
28 Mr. Gerald Shutman
28 Elizabeth Snedaker
29 Weiyi Abravanel
30 William Davila
31 Marlene Gibb

ANNIVERSARIES
December
4 Mr. & Mrs. Brent Hunsaker
20 Mr. & Mrs. James Evans
28 Mr. & Mrs. Paul Schwartz
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Temple Beth David of the San Gabriel Valley
Temple
Beth David of the San Gabriel Valley
Temple Beth David is the home of a Reform Jewish congregation

that embraces Judaism’s values and traditions including spiritual discovery, educational richness,
Rabbi Alan
R. Lachtman,
MHL,and
DD,
MFCT,
LTC ret. USAR
community,
loving kindness,
personal
responsibility.
We welcome all Jews and interfaith families committed to living a Jewish life.
Cantor Orly Campbell • Temple President Michael J. Adelman • Education Director Gal Kessler Rohs
Temple Beth David is affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism.
9677 East Longden Avenue, Temple City, CA 91780
Phone: (626) 287-9994
Email: Rabbi
office@templebd.com
Website: www.templebd.com
Alan R. Lachtman
Cantor Richard Schwartz, Cantor and Education Director
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00-3:30
9677 E ast L ongden Avenue, Temple City, Calif ornia 91780
Serving the Reform JewishPhone
community
1947,
Temple
David of the San Gabriel Valley
(626) since
287-9994
Fax
(626) Beth
287-2846
embraces Judaism’s liberal values
and traditions of community,
spiritual growth, educational richness,
office@templebd.com
www.templebd.com
loving kindness, and personal responsibility.
Office Hours Monday-Friday 12-4:30 p.m. and Wednesdays 12-5 p.m.
Rabbi is not available on Tuesdays; we welcome all Jews and interfaith families
committed to living a Jewish life. Cantor is not available Mondays. Please call
forappointment
an appointment
if you
would
like
to meet
Rabbi
Lachtman.
Please call for an
if you
would
like to
meet
withwith
Rabbi
Lachtman
or Cantor Schwartz.

If you'd like to continue to receive David's Word by postal mail please contact
the office at office@templebd.com or call (626) 287-9994.
David's Word is also on our website templebd.com

